
 PETITION FOR GARDENING

WHEREAS, the Department of Justice-Federal Bureau of Prisons (DOJ-BOP) recently destroyed 
the inmate gardens at the Low Security prison in Forrest City, Arkansas, without just cause or 
excuse;

WHEREAS, gardening is  therapeutic,  cuts  the food costs  to taxpayers,  and teaches  valuable 
skills to inmates;

WHEREAS, the DOJ-BOP promotes food stamps and other taxpayer subsidies with evangelical 
fervor, but prevents inmates from growing their own food, in spite of a huge budget deficit;

WHEREAS,  the  burgeoning  federal  deficit  calls  the  viability  of  continued  large  scale  food 
subsidies  into  doubt,  and  hungry people  are  a  threat  to  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of 
civilized society;

WHEREAS, the DOJ-BOP has a recidivism rate of about 65%, despite real world examples of 
recidivism rates as low as 10%, and sometimes less, by the use of various fairly simple means to 
address  and  resolve  the  root  causes  of  recidivism,  one  of  which  is  economic  desperation. 
November 15, 2010 Fortune magazine, article on Cory Booker, Mayor of Newark, NJ, at pgs 78, 
83.

WHEREAS, the budget of the DOJ with all subsidiary agencies is over three hundred million 
($300,000,000) per month, and it is not unfair to ask the DOJ to temporarily surrender the budget 
increases granted;

WHEREAS, the DOJ-BOP's hostility to efficiency and cost savings demonstrates that the DOJ-
BOP has a bloated budget;

We the undersigned petitioners ask our US Senators and Representative to promptly:

1)   Require the DOJ-BOP to allow qualified inmates to practice and teach gardening and other 
types of subsistence agriculture to the extent not clearly incompatible with security concerns, 
with all costs to be borne by inmates, and all food thus produced to be the property of inmates; 

2)   Ensure that the budget of the DOJ, INCLUDING all appropriated funds, as well as any fines, 
fees,  and  forfeitures  expended  by  the  DOJ  or  any  of  its  subsidiary  agencies,  DOES  NOT 
EXCEED three hundred million dollars ($300,000,000) per month, on average, until such time 
that the federal budget is balanced.

3)   Require that the recidivism rates of all federal correctional facilities, contractors, or offices, 
including but not limited to "halfway houses" and probation offices, be published not less than 
quarterly, with appropriate budget reductions for facilities that fail to achieve a comparatively 
low rate of recidivism at economical cost to the taxpayers.


