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Counselor Ms. Jackson
Assistant Warden Ms. Huett

Dear Counselor Jackson and Assistant Warden Huett:

I got your survey on or about 4-8-11, for which I am grateful.  This is a great opportunity for me 
to express the possibilities of upgrading this prison from a warehouse of despised humanity, into 
a first class correctional institution.  There is no reason that this prison can't be first in class on 
such metrics as recidivism, self sufficiency of released inmates, positive adaptation of released 
inmates,  and reduced cost  to  the  taxpayers  in  every category,  from food stamps  to  medical  
subsidies. 

I'm filling out your form, but this information is going on my blog, so I'll put both question and 
answer in a concise form here:

BIOGRAPHICAL INFO

Current age - 47
Marital status - Married, 4 children ages 8 to 22
Education - BSBA Administrative management - UA Fayetteville 1988, Magna cum laude; JD 
from UA Fayetteville, 1990.
Legal history - No criminal history prior to the charges upon which I am incarcerated, other than 
a criminal contempt arising from the practice of law in a taxpayer class action lawsuit.  In that  
case the matter was treated as civil until the appeal, whereupon it was essentially converted to a 
criminal matter in order to "save" the judgment. 

PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST

I  have  zero  interest  in  bleeding  the  taxpayers  for  more  money  to  pretend  to  teach  inmates 
worthless information.  In fact, I will receive such an approach as a provocation.  ALL your 
implied goals (teaching programs and activities to inmates) are achievable without taking another 
penny from the taxpayers.   In fact, I am going to propose an arrangement that will save the 
taxpayers at least $1 million per year, by leasing UNICOR facilities to capable inmates, during 
times when the UNICOR facilities are not otherwise in use. 

I do want to teach the following subjects:

1)   Keyboarding.  We need computers and internet access in the housing units, which will allow 
access to www.alfatypying.com.   This is a very valuable skill in the workplace, and a gateway 
skill for better literacy, which is almost universally valued by employers.  I ask of this prison 
nothing except to break down the bureaucratic barriers.  We'll get the goods and services, install 
them, and put them to work for the taxpaying public.



2)   Personal financial responsibility.   Dave Ramsey's "Financial Peace University" is a great 
program for  enabling  individuals  to  make  the  choices  necessary to  live  within  their  means, 
defined as the wealth that they are able to create by honest labor, without resort to the sale of 
drugs, theft of any kind, or reliance upon handouts from their fellow citizens through government 
programs. 

3)   Resolution of legal issues.   According to an article in the November 15, 2010 edition of 
Fortune magazine,  past  legal issues is  one of the primary drivers of recidivism.  The newly 
released  convict  has  outstanding  warrants,  child  support  threatening  immediate  prison,  no 
driver's license or insurance, and perhaps other legal challenges, but little in the way of gainful 
employment and job skills.  Faced with these pressures they turn to the sale of drugs for quick 
money.  Old legal issues often represent the most immediate and pressing threat to the liberty of 
a recently released inmate.  According to drug program documentation, approximately 60% of 
federal inmates are here for drug crimes.

The resolution of legal issues can be a positive exercise in and of itself.   Rather than doing 
everything for the inmate, I propose to assist the inmate in preparing their own documents from 
saved forms.   This  helps  the inmate  practice  writing skills,  self  motivation,  critical  thinking 
skills, etc. 

4)   Woodworking skills, and other valuable work skills,  through UNICOR facilities.  In the 
above  referenced  Fortune  article,  Newark,  New  Jersey  Mayor  Corey  Booker  said  that  his 
administration had reduced recidivism from 65-70% down to 10% or less, simply by controlling 
the  major  drivers  of  recidivism.   Two major  drivers  of  recidivism listed  were  1)  economic 
desperation, and 2) the lack of cost effective means of resolving their legal issues, especially 
those legal issues such as child support, which pose a threat to the former inmate's liberty in the 
short term.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

1)   Q.   What skills/knowledge do you have that other inmates might find beneficial. 

       A.  1)  Legal aid
             2)  Keyboarding
             3)  Personal financial management
             4)  Administrative management, office and clerical skills
             5)  Gardening and subsistence agriculture 

 I practiced law for almost 20 years.   I can help clean up the legal detritus from inmates' lives.  
This will reduce recidivism for the reasons stated above.  They will be able to take advantage of 
more learning and self-improvement opportunities.  The very act of resolving a legal issue in the 
inmate's life teaches valuable skills such as critical thinking, organization, management

2)    Q.   What qualifications do you have in this area? 
 



        A.  I practiced law for 20 years, and did nearly all of my own typing.  I am at the present 
admitted and in good standing in the bars of several federal circuit courts and in the Northern 
District of Florida.  I have been through Dave Ramsey's "Financial Peace University." 

3)     Q.    Are you willing to teach this to other inmates?    If so how many hours per day? 

       A.   I'm happy to teach other inmates as long as my time is respected and I am able to  
procure adequate resources.   Furthermore, I'm happy to work toward recruiting and developing 
other  competent  instructors  with  respect  to  anything  that  I  teach.   How many  hours  a  day 
depends on the co-operation I get in allowing inmates to bring in appropriate resources for the 
project.  If the administration is willing to back up a serious effort, I intend to invest the time 
necessary to make the program a success. 

4)     Q.   What additional comments, if any, do you have about programming and activities? 

         A.  I would like to see an extensive bookshelf, and newspaper and magazine racks in the 
units.  There is no good reason that we cannot have all the basic legal authorities, such as federal  
and state rules and principal statutes, criminal and traffic law manuals, etc, available in the units. 
I'd  happily contribute  a  part  of  my legal  library to  the  cause.   Furthermore,  newspaper  and 
magazine racks, with appropriate training of the inmates, can be a powerful tool in promoting 
literacy amongst inmates.  

         We also need pens or pencils on a string, and scratch paper, by the phones.  People  
routinely need to make notes while on a call.   The smart way to handle that is to have this 
material available between phones so everyone can access it.  I'm happy to contribute the pencils 
with which to start the program.  

         This prison leaves only one phone operational during business hours on business days. 
This smacks of an attempt to interfere with inmates' right of access to the courts, since the policy 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  get  a  phone  while  courts  are  open.   This  prison  is  seriously 
overcrowded.  Even without overcrowding, there is no rational and legitimate reason for turning 
off most of the phones during business hours.

         "Skid row" is being abolished, and that's a very good thing.  How about putting a bank of  
computers, printers, scanners, and peripherals on the wall of the old "skid row," along with some 
magazine and newspaper racks?  This will allow us to teach literacy and computer literacy at the 
same time.

Oscar Stilley, 10579-062
os


