
May 10, 2011

Dear Mr. Boozman:

I recently spent 35 days on hunger strike at the Forrest City Federal Correctional Complex-Low 
(FC-Low).  I was asking for plain liquid soap in Food Service facilities and in the housing units, 
and also for a resumption of the good salad bar that we used to have.   I suspended the hunger 
strike, and redoubled efforts to see if my complaints could be meaningfully addressed in some 
other way.  

Last year, FC-Low told OSHA, in writing, that they did provide soap in Food Service.  This 
statement was made in response to a complaint that I had filed, because soap was not being 
supplied.  I was given the job of dispensing soap, paper towels and toilet paper in Food Service. 
Soon I was fired, and replaced by no one.  FC-Low simply reverted to its old policy of denying 
inmates soap except in an extremely limited number of locations. 

I've pursued many different administrative remedies.  Even when I win, I cannot enforce the 
rights thus secured and solemnly promised.  Bureau of Prisons' Regional Office representative 
Mr. Michaels promised me plain soap throughout the compound on November 3, 2010.  He had 
come to this prison to conduct a "Medical Open House" as a result of a federal district court 
judgment against FC-Low for more than $800,000, for medical negligence.  When I confronted 
Warden T. C. Outlaw with Michaels' promise, he shot back "he doesn't run this prison." 

Recently, Jeff Zients, of the Office of Management and Budget, (OMB) explained that the 
release of a list of 12,000 surplus federal properties was intended, in part, to spur private 
citizens to come up with other ways to save money for federal taxpayers.  I calculate that the 
denial of soap to inmates in this complex costs the taxpayers close to $1 million per year in 
unnecessary medical and security costs.  Prison authorities admit that we have an epidemic of 
drug resistant staph.  Drug resistant staph flourishes as a result of using antibiotic soap in a few 
locations, and denying soap altogether in most areas of the compound.   

I asked prison officials to allow inmates to use UNICOR (prison industry) facilities during 
otherwise idle times, to earn money for soap, food, utilities, and other essentials needed by the 
inmates.  I was told to talk to my federal legislators about that.  That's another way of saying 
"that will take an act of Congress."  

My perception of our prison system is set forth below.  Please inquire from the proper officials, 
and correct me by responsive letter, if any part thereof is materially incorrect.

*   State and federal authorities incarcerate about 5 times as many people, per capita, as other 
first world countries.
*   Federal prisons are about 38% over capacity.  
*   Federal prisons spend vast sums on education but bestow few marketable skills on inmates. 
*   Federal inmates are permitted to engage in almost no meaningful economic activity on their 
own behalf.  
*   Economic desperation is a primary driver of high recidivism rates. 
*   As a result, the recidivism rate in the federal prison system is about 70%, one of the worst in 
the world. 
*   UNICOR facilities at FC-Low are in productive use less than 25% of the time.

I'm asking you to secure the opportunity for qualified inmates at FCC-Low to use UNICOR 
facilities during idle times.  Let us pay fair market rent in cash, soap for the bathrooms, food, 
educational services, utilities, etc., so as to reduce the burden on the taxpayers.  We don't want 
a handout.  We want an opportunity to better ourselves, and benefit the taxpayers at the same 
time. 



Cory Booker, Mayor of Newark, New Jersey, is featured in the November 15, 2010 edition of 
Fortune magazine.  He identified two primary drivers of recidivism.  First was economic 
desperation.  Second was legal challenges such as unpaid tickets, stale criminal charges, child 
support, etc.  He said that they had reduced recidivism to 10% or less by assisting inmates in 
overcoming these chief obstacles to successfully correcting bad behavior. 

With respect to the first issue, UNICOR will provide ambitious inmates with the wherewithal to 
overcome economic desperation.  I've asked that we be able to grow some of our own food too. 
That would provide additional economic opportunities that many inmates would value highly.  

With respect to the second issue, I request that you help me and other imprisoned former 
lawyers create solutions to the legal challenges.  It won't cost the taxpayers a dime, I just need 
you to break down the bureaucratic barriers.  

We need computers, modern software, and internet access in the housing units.  We'll teach the 
inmates to help themselves.  We'll teach literacy and computer literacy at the same time.  Of 
course we have no objection to the prison monitoring internet communications flowing into and 
out of the prison.  We already have monitored internet access.  Unfortunately, it is only on 
Trulincs, which is an exceedingly limited program, and so costly that most inmates cannot afford 
any significant amount of it. 

If you'll break down the bureaucratic barriers, we'll procure and install the computers and 
software.  We'll use legal software only, and make sure that all computers are protected against 
improper use through B-Safe Online, virus software, etc.  I have computer equipment that I am 
happy to put to good use for this effort, free to the taxpayers.  

Please help us help you, and help the struggling taxpayers of this nation.  Give us a chance to 
prove, objectively, that we can teach inmates basic skills such as typing, literacy, and computer 
literacy, with no out of pocket costs to the taxpayers.  Let us likewise prove that we, the inmates, 
can reduce recidivism by addressing the root causes of recidivism.  We'll happily provide data 
summaries to prove the effectiveness of the program, if you'll ensure that we get the raw data.  

I look forward to your prompt inquiry into these matters, and response.  

Kindest personal regards,

/s/ Oscar Stilley, 10579-062

Oscar Stilley
os

FCC Forrest City Low
PO Box 9000
Forrest City AR 72336


