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Dear Editor:

Your 5-24-11 "Supreme Court prison break" editorial praises our "fair and impartial" judicial 
system in its function of sending people to prison, while criticizing the US Supreme Court for 
enforcing the 8th Amendment prohibition on cruel and unusual punishment.   Isn't the Supreme 
Court  also  part  of  the  "fair  and  impartial"  judicial  system?   Might  their  recent  decision  be 
likewise entitled to a degree of respect and deference?  Their order was not against overcrowding 
per se, but rather the plainly unconstitutional deaths, injuries, and assorted cruelties that resulted 
from the overcrowding.  Their opinion was rendered after 20 years of litigation, in which no 
lesser remedy had stemmed the tide of constitutional violations. 

California's prison situation is a microcosm of the fiscal train wreck now facing us at both the 
state and federal  levels.   Despite being blessed with the richest  state economy in the richest 
national economy in the world, California has an appetite for incarceration is so gluttonous that it 
sometimes doubles the ability and the willingness of the productive class to pay for it.   Even so, 
the  courts  didn't  order  California  to  pay  for  what  they  get,  by  eliminating  overcrowding. 
California was ordered to reduce overcrowding to a "mere" 137.5% of rated prison capacity. 

Nationally, we incarcerate at a per capita rate 5 times that of the average European country, yet 
our recidivism rates are among the worst in the world.  If California had reduced its recidivism 
rates to levels attained in countries where that goal is a priority, they could have eliminated the 
overcrowding while simultaneously reducing the human and economic costs that go along with 
an ineffective correctional system.

Is the reduction of recidivism possible in the US?  Corey Booker, Mayor of Newark, NJ, is cited 
in the 11-15-10 edition of Fortune magazine as having cut recidivism to a fraction of the national 
average.   The  secret?   Treating  inmates  like  human  beings,  and  effectively  addressing  the 
primary drivers of recidivism, such as economic desperation. 

After almost 20 years of law practice I am now a federal prisoner.  I see opportunities to teach 
less fortunate inmates valuable skills such as keyboarding, literacy, and computer literacy, all at 
no  cost  to  the  taxpayers.   I  see  opportunities  to  cut  the  recidivism  rate  at  this  prison  by 
implementing  the  same  basic  policies  that  Booker  finds  so  effective.   Yet  the  prison 
administration stubbornly (and effectively) blockades all such efforts. 

If you'll help me I'll help you.  Don't give us another cent from the taxpayers.  Rather, help us 
break down the bureaucratic barriers.  Help us get a tiny little slice of economic and academic 
liberty.  We'll buy the goods and services, and supply the labor necessary to make it effective. 
Give us a chance to show how much value we can give, to benefit the very society that sent us to 



prison.   We'll  be  happy  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  our  efforts  through  objectively  verifiable 
statistics, if you'll help us get access to the raw data. 

/s/ Oscar Stilley
 
Oscar Stilley [www.oastilley.wordpress.com]
Inmate #10579-062
FCI Forrest City Low 
PO Box 9000
Forrest City, AR 72336-9000


