
5-18-11

Warden T. C. Outlaw
FCC Forrest City Low
PO 9000-Low
Forrest City, AR 72336

Re:   Conditions for hunger strikers

Dear Warden Outlaw:

During a hunger strike commenced February 18, 2011 I was deprived of electrolytes, (salt and 
potassium) adequate bedding and clothes, and various other things to which I am entitled under 
the rules.   I suspended the hunger strike on April 25, 2011, partly to address these issues. 

Enclosed please find a copy of a proposed agreement, consisting of 12 numbered paragraphs, 
with citations to authority.  If you disagree with the cited authorities, or think that my position 
goes beyond a reasonable reading of the authority cited, please so state, and say what you think 
the applicable Program Statements, laws, and regulations require. 

A prior draft of the proposed agreement was submitted to Lt. Ricolcol.  When I discussed the 
matter  with him on Friday,  May 6,  2011, he blamed the ignorance and poor supervision of 
subordinates for the violations of my legal rights.  Yet Lt. Ricolcol opined that only you or your 
delegate could sign any document setting forth an agreement concerning the treatment of hunger 
strikers. 

Ignorance is not a valid legal excuse.  Senior government officials such as yourself have a legal 
duty to ensure that their subordinates are adequately screened, trained, and supervised, to ensure 
that they follow the law.   Whether Ricolcol or others are most responsible, you have failed to 
adequately discharge this duty.  You may wish to consult with legal counsel concerning your 
personal liability, if you persist in wilful ignorance of the law, or refuse to train and supervise 
your subordinates.

Since ignorance is  pled as a defense,  it  seems only fair  that a summary of rights should be 
provided to hunger strikers, and also placed on the door of the cell  occupied by any hunger  
striker.   This  will  ensure that  Correctional  Officers  (COs) and others  who deal  with hunger 
strikers are on notice concerning the legal rights of hunger strikers.   

This agreement  is also beneficial  for the purpose of advising hunger strikers with respect to 
certain significant legal rights.  I had a stroke while on hunger strike, but was denied emergency 
medical  care.   Fortunately I  recovered.   However,  the consequences  could have been tragic, 
permanent, and exceedingly expensive both in money and human terms.  It is a great benefit to 
this prison, and to the public, for hunger strikers to be treated humanely, and for their health to 
be protected.   

Please let me know your position at your earliest convenience.  

Kindest personal regards,

/s/ Oscar Stilley, 10579-062
os


