
7-13-2012

Douglas H. Schulman
IRS Commissioner
10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Re:   Requirements for making federal individual income tax returns

Dear Mr. Shulman:

I am currently serving a 15 year federal prison sentence for failing to make a tax return for my 
co-defendant Lindsey Springer.  In case this sounds as weird to you as it did to me, you can 
verify this on the following dockets:  Northern District of Oklahoma (NDOK) USDC 09-43; 
Tenth Circuit Consolidated Appeal Nos. 10-5055, 10-5057.   I previously lived in Fort Smith 
Arkansas.  My mailing address is: Oscar Stilley, Inmate # 10579-062, FCC Forrest City Low, PO 
Box 9000, Forrest City, AR 72336-9000.

The  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO)  in  2005  identified  a  number  of  violations  of  the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, (PRA) with respect to the Form 1040.   I of course raised those issues 
as a defense in a criminal trial.  Incapable of defending the Form 1040, the government argued 
that there is no specific legal requirement to make a "Form 1040."   We were informed by Judge 
Stephen P. Friot that a tax return merely consists of "sufficient data from which the IRS can 
compute and assess a tax liability."  The trial judge, the government's lawyers, and the appellate 
court all took this position.  See e.g. the government's appellate response brief (## 10-5055, 10-
5057) page 22, footnote 18. 

The Judgment and Commitment Order that sent me to this prison directs me to "co-operate with 
the IRS in preparing and filing true and correct income tax returns for any tax years since 1987 
for which the defendant has not filed a tax return..."   Co-operation being a two way street, I will 
need some information from you.  

Based on a simple reading of your PRA notices, in your instruction booklets for forms 1040, 
only the person "liable for the tax" is required to make a tax return.  I practiced law for about 19 
years before coming to prison.  I was never informed of any federal law that made me "liable" 
for the federal individual income tax of a third party.  I was never informed of any federal law 
that required a lawyer to make an individual income tax return for some other person.  I didn't 
think that was possible and didn't think the IRS would accept such a return if I attempted to file 
one.  However, I am now in prison because of my failure to do that very thing. 

I  don't  want  to  be  indicted  for  failing  to  make  a  tax  return  for  some  other  person  that  I 
represented or dealt with in any way during my legal career.   I was almost 47 when convicted. 
Another  15  year  sentence  would  amount  to  not  much  less  than  a  de  facto  sentence  of  life 
imprisonment or at least a sentence up through and including the life expectancy of a male living 
in the US.  Plus, I can't see any reason your CID agents couldn't simply stack together enough 
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counts of an indictment to ensure that I never drew another breath of free air, based upon prior 
experience. 

However, it is well established in the law that a tax return is an "information collection request." 
The PRA by its own terms protects me with respect to ANY "information collection request," 
which certainly would not be limited to Forms 1040.  The Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) identifies 26 USC 6011 (Internal Revenue Code, or IRC) as the statute requiring a Form 
1040 to be delivered to some place required by law.  See CFR 1320.6(e) 

Section 6011 obliges a citizen to make a tax return "when required by regulations."   Thus any 
such "information collection request" is covered by the PRA - whether or not it is a Form 1040, 
or for that matter any form at all.  The PRA protects the people from "any penalty" for failing to 
respond to an "information collection request" that doesn't comply with the requirements of the 
PRA.  The PRA provides much public protection, in theory at least, none of which I am willing 
to waive. 

I  was a  subscriber  to  a Lexis-Nexis internet  legal  research package  when I  came to  prison. 
However,  the US Department  of Justice-Federal  Bureau of Prisons (DOJ-BOP) obstructs  my 
access my own property and rights to property that I need for the protection of my legal rights.  I 
have no access to the versions of the IRC regulations applicable to the years in question.   The 
DOJ-BOP  makes  current  IRS  regulations  available  to  inmates,  on  a  wretchedly  ineffective 
electronic system, but this is of little benefit or interest to me.  Current regulations do not inform 
me as to any legal requirements for prior years.  

Therefore, the first question is whether or not a tax return already exists.  If you already have 
"sufficient data from which the IRS can compute and assess a tax liability"  for one or more 
years, you do in fact already have tax returns, as that term is used by Stephen P. Friot.    If you 
already have this information for one or more of the identified years, I request that you provide 
me a written statement that you do in fact have a "tax return" as that term is used by Stephen P. 
Friot, on file or otherwise in your control or available to you, for me for the year in question.

Second, I am asking that you identify specifically the information you require for any and all 
federal individual income tax returns 1987 through 2010, for me personally, or with respect to 
other persons for whom I might have a duty to make a federal  individual income tax return. 
Since my client records are at home, and I am barred for possessing and using them, I can't 
narrow this request down at all.  I need the information for every person or situation imaginable 
under the federal income or withholding tax laws, including foreign persons.  My wife and I 
adopted two children from Russia.  I gave some Russians money.  This is of course only an 
example.  I can't give you an exhaustive life history in a letter.  I need to know specifically the 
"information collection requests" that I am required by law to provide to the IRS, with respect to 
whom, and all information to which I am entitled under the Paperwork Reduction Act.

Please provide, for years in the range 1987-2010, the following items:

1)  Each specific item of information that is required for the return that the IRS does not already 
have in  its  possession.   For  each  such  information  please  provide  the pertinent  statutes  and 
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regulations, so that I can identify the source of authority for each item of information needed. 
Please also indicate  that  you  have inquired of the appropriate  officer  (presumably a  District 
Director  or  his  delegate  or  lawful  successor)  charged  with  obtaining  that  information,  and 
provide me the results of your inquiry.  I need certification that the information is not now in the 
possession of an IRS officer duly authorized to receive the information, and has not been in the 
possession of that officer in the past. 

2)  Any formalities required for the return in question, such as a jurat or declaration under oath, 
together with all statute(s) and regulation(s) that provide legal authority for the requirement.

3)  The name, title, address, and phone number of the officer to whom the tax return should have 
been made if it was made timely.  If more than one such officer was available, please provide the 
name and address for all such officers, and the statute(s) and regulation(s) giving authority to 
each such officer(s).

4)  The name, title, address, and phone number of the officer to whom the tax return should be 
made at the present time, together with the statute(s) and regulation(s) giving authority to such 
officer(s).   

5)   The  statute(s)  or  regulation(s)  that  specifies  who  is  "liable"  for  the  tax.   I  need  this 
information  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  I  might  be a  person "liable"  for  the tax,  within  the 
meaning of those words as set forth in your Instructions for the Form 1040. 

6)  Copies of all federal tax assessments already made against Oscar Stilley or Lindsey Springer 
for any of the identified years, together with proof that the assessment officer was authorized as 
required by 4 USC 72.   

7)   All information in the possession of the IRS or any law firm or other entity acting on behalf 
of the IRS, about  Lindsey Springer's  income,  expenses,  deductions,  or any other  matter  that 
might bear upon Lindsey Springer's potential tax liabilities.  Since I have been sent to prison 
based on Springer's taxes, I need to know the underlying facts related to those taxes.  I have not 
procured any permissions or powers of attorney from him, since we aren't in the same prison and 
don't have a reasonable means of communication.  When I practiced law, the IRS always refused 
to provide me any personal tax information without a properly executed power of attorney.  I 
don't  have  any such  power  of  attorney,  but  I  still  need  Springer's  personal  and  private  tax 
information.  Otherwise how would I know whether or not the IRS already has "sufficient data 
from which the IRS can compute and assess a tax liability?"

8)  Copies of all claims of indebtedness, not supported by federal tax assessments, already made 
against Oscar Stilley or Lindsey Springer, together with proof that those claims were made by a 
person duly authorized as required by 4 USC 72. 

This  may be a  bit  cumbersome,  since I  am asking you  1) about  my duty to  make a  return 
pertaining  to  my  own  taxes,  and  2)  about  my  duty  to  make  returns  for  unidentified  and 
unspecified third persons.  I didn't think I had to file their tax returns on their behalf, on pain of 
criminal prosecution.  If I have no obligation to file a federal individual income tax return for 
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persons other than myself, and no potential criminal liability for such a failure, please say so in a 
signed writing.  I'm in prison for the failure to do just that, and I'd like to get out.

Please  understand  that  I  have  tried  to  assist  other  prisoners  to  obtain  such  basic  things  as 
specifically identified official tax returns for specific years, from lower level IRS employees, 
since coming to prison.  These IRS employees have simply ignored the requests.  Therefore I 
chose to address this request directly to you, and to make this request public on my blog.   I'll let 
the public know how you respond.

If you prefer that I deal with a subordinate who has been delegated the authority to act outside 
Washington, DC, please identify the statute in which this authority has been "expressly provided 
by law," as required by 4 USC 72.  I will also need the name, address, phone, fax and email 
address for the person(s) with authority to act in 1) Fort Smith, Arkansas, and 2) Forrest City, 
Arkansas, and 3) Tulsa, Oklahoma, along with the date(s) that they were authorized to so act.  

If you prefer that I deal with a subordinate in Washington, DC, please provide the name, address, 
phone, fax, and email address for that person.

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Kindest personal regards,

/s/ Oscar Stilley

Oscar Stilley
os
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