
8-5-2013

Charles E. Samuels, Jr., Director
US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons
320 1st Street NW
Washington, DC 20534

RE: ADMINISTRATIVE REQUEST TO ALLOW INMATES TO RECEIVE THEIR OWN 
EYEGLASSES

Dear Mr. Samuels:

I  hereby request  a  policy  change,  allowing  Department  of  Justice-Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  (DOJ-FBOP)  prison  inmates  to  receive  their  own  eyeglasses,  contact  lenses, 
cleaning supplies, and accessories from their home or family. 

I've been in federal prison for three years.  I still don't have a pair of eyeglasses.  I have a 
nice pair of eyeglasses on my nightstand at home, along with non-abrasive cleaning cloths.  At 
first I tried to get permission to receive the glasses, but was told that I had to certify that the cost 
of my glasses wasn't over $100, in order to get approval.  That would be a lie, since they cost 
about $500, and were nearly new.

The DOJ-FBOP habitually pressures inmates to lie.  Inmates are encouraged to lie about 
education received, job training completed, employment, and nearly everything else that inmates 
do.   Honesty is  punished and persecuted.   That's  morally  wrong and totally  contrary to  the 
interests  of  the  taxpayers,  and  should  be  stopped  posthaste.   The  DOJ-FBOP  has  no  right 
whatsoever to demand that any inmate lie, or exhibit less than complete honesty.   The DOJ-
FBOP should 1) cease its own dishonest practices, and 2) encourage and reward honesty on the 
part of inmates in federal custody.

When I raised the issue of eyeglasses locally,  the personnel were apologetic about the 
fact that the DOJ-FBOP is terribly behind schedule, in producing eyeglasses.   But that's not the 
key issue.  The main issue is that the "market" for eyeglasses amounts to a racket operated by 
certain well placed government officials.  They deliver clunky, inferior, obsolete, often unusable 
eyeglasses to inmates at outrageous cost to the taxpayers.  The prohibition on receiving privately 
owned eyeglasses through the mail appears designed to protect the bloated salaries and unearned 
profits of the politically well connected.  Charging the taxpayers for eyeglasses for me - in any 
amount - is tantamount to theft from the US Treasury.

Shortly before coming to prison, my optometrist advised me that I had a start of cataracts. 
She prescribed glasses that have automatic tinting, and advised me to wear them routinely, in 
order to protect my eyes from damage.  They turn dark in bright light, and clear in low light. 
The DOJ-FBOP has no such technology in its government-issue eyeglasses.
  

I was sentenced to 15 years in federal prison.  I WAS NOT sentenced to cataracts, or the 
loss of my vision, in whole or in part.  I wasn't sentenced to the loss of any body part or body 
function.  Money will not make me whole if I lose my sight, or any part of it. 
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This administrative request is coming STRAIGHT TO your desk because the offending 
policy came STRAIGHT OFF your desk, just a few months ago.  You issued it, and I presume 
that  you can reverse it  if  you so decide.   I  respectfully  request  that  you  reverse the policy, 
without delay, and ensure that such items can be received through the mails, or in person from 
visitors, with a minimum of bureaucratic hassle.  This letter is also an attachment to a BP 11 
submitted contemporaneously herewith.

Kindest personal regards,

/s/ Oscar Stilley

Oscar Stilley
os
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